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JACKNACK 
TELECOMMMUNICATIONS  
CABLE PREPARATION  
TOOLS
Putting a New Spin on  
Twisted Wire Termination

• Cable Jacket Stripper
• Cable Filler Sheer
• JacKnack Clamp
• Wire Placement Tool
• Lightweight Design
• Ergonomic Design
• Portable
• Convenient

FAST FACTS



The JacKnack Tool

A New Spin on Untwisting

 Untwisting wires sounds easy, doesn’t it? It might sound easy to anyone who doesn’t do a lot of it. 
The truth is that more time is dedicated to preparing a cable than to actually terminating it, and 
the longest part of the preparation process is untwisting wires. It is also one of the largest factors 
to the ultimate speed, loss, and cross talk. So, proper cable preparation is an absolute necessity in 
order to obtain the desired performance.

 Network installers and anyone who works in the telecommunications industry can quickly 
understand the amount of time required to prepare Category 5, 5e, or 6 cables for termination. 
First, the cable jacket must be stripped, then the rip cord and cable filler are trimmed and then 
comes the untwisting and lacing of the wires. Finally, the termination is made. In total, the process 
can take 3-4 minutes. Some people will claim it can be done in 1-2 minutes, but this is rarely a 
pace that can be maintained for an entire day’s work. That is, until now.

 The new JacKnack Tool from TE Connectivity provides a simple method to perform all the basic 
cable preparation functions including the time-consuming untwisting of wires. When the tool is 
used in conjunction with the TE SL Mod Jack hand tool (P/N 1725150-x), the results are a quick 
termination that is reliable and repeatable between operators, regardless of their experience level.

 The most novel feature of this tool is its ability to untwist twisted wire pairs. An installer simply 
presses the finger loop to extend the wire clamp, places the wires in the wire clamp, releases 
the finger loop, and twirls the tool around his or her finger. This method is much quicker than 
untwisting by hand and is also much easier on the installer’s fingers. When used properly, the 
minimum amount of untwist can easily be maintained. Once the wires are untwisted, the installer 
can keep the wires clamped to place them in the lacing fixture or the connector. After that, it is a 
simple termination to complete the process..

Part Number:
2119000-1
Instruction Sheet
408-10326
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Additional Features
 The tool also incorporates a jacket stripper and a 

cable filler shear that allows for trimming the cable 
filler as well as cutting the rip cord, thereby replacing 
the multiple tools that are often found on an 
installer’s tool belt. The JacKnack Tool is designed so 
that the installer never has to put it down throughout 
the entire termination process—the finger loop that 
is used to actuate the tool also allows the installer to 
keep the tool on a finger while not using the tool. The 
tool is sized to be unobtrusive for small hands, but 
still easily usable for large hands.

 The JacKnack Tool is a testament to the TE 
commitment to continuous improvement of even 
the most simple and mundane tasks. This tool can 
boost productivity and, when used with the SL mod 
jack hand tool, it provides an advantage to both the 
installer and end user.

Easily cuts the cable filler  
with the cable filler shear.

Strips the cable jacket on  
cables with diameters ranging 
from 4.83-10.16mm  
[.190-400 in].

Untwists wire pairs with the 
innovative wire hook.

Easily places wire in SL mod 
jack lacing fixture.

Keep the JacKnack Tool hanging around 
performing other tasks.
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Contact us today to learn more

North America (US, Mexico and Canada)

•  Wire processing equipment:  
800-722-1111 or 717-810-3434

•  Board processing equipment:  
888-782-3349 or 610-893-9680 
E-mail: fieldservicesnorthamerica@te.com

• Web: www.te.com/fieldservice

For locations outside North America visit tooling.te.com 

www.te.com/fieldservice

te.com
TE Connectivity, TE Connectivity (logo) and Every Connection Counts are trademarks. All other logos, products 
and/or company names referred to herein might be trademarks of their respective owners.

The information given herein, including drawings, illustrations and schematics which are intended for illustration 
purposes only, is believed to be reliable. However, TE Connectivity makes no warranties as to its accuracy or 
completeness and disclaims any liability in connection with its use. TE Connectivity‘s obligations shall only be 
as set forth in TE Connectivity‘s Standard Terms and Conditions of Sale for this product and in no case will TE 
Connectivity be liable for any incidental, indirect or consequential damages arising out of the sale, resale, use 
or misuse of the product. Users of TE Connectivity products should make their own evaluation to determine the 
suitability of each such product for the specific application.
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Let’s Connect

To find the right TE tooling for your needs, call us at 717-810-2082  
or email toolingSales@te.com.

TE Technical Support Center
USA:  1.800.522.6752

Canada:  1.800.522.6752

Mexico:  +52.55.11.06.0800 

Latin/S. America +54.11.4733.2200

Germany: +49.6151.607.1999

UK:  +44.0800.267666 

France: +33.1.34.20.8686

Netherlands: +31.73.624.6999

China: +86.400.820.6015

Time is Money.

In manufacturing downtime can 
be expensive. That’s why TE is 
constantly working to improve 
product availability and delivery rates. 
With a strong global footprint, short 

lead times and a strong distribution channel, TE has the 
equipment and the accessories to keep production online.

To check distributor stock and availability for your tooling 
needs go to: www.te.com/commerce/sck/cdi.do

Waste Not. Want Not.

Whether it’s time or scrap, in 
manufacturing everyone knows  
that waste costs money. With our 
on-site certification and consultation 
services, we can help you:

• Reduce downtime

• Reduce scrap

• Maintain crimp quality

• Improve manufacturing efficiency

mailto:fieldservicesnorthamerica%40te.com?subject=JackKnack%20Inquiry
http://tooling.te.com
http://www.te.com/TelecomNetworks
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1. INTRODUCTION 

JacKnack Telecommunications Cable Preparation 
Tool 2119000-1 is designed to strip the cable jacket, 
cut the cable filler, and untwist twisted wire pairs in 
most Category 5 and Category 6 telecommunications 
cable. Read these instructions thoroughly before 
using the tool. 

2. DESCRIPTION (Figure 1) 

The JacKnack tool consists of an outer housing, a 
plunger, a cable jacket stripping cavity, a cable filler 
shear cavity, and a wire hook. The plunger has a loop 
that is designed to accept a user's finger and the 
outer housing has two flanges to accept user's 
fingers. When the plunger is depressed, the cable 
jacket stripping cavity opens, the cable filler shear 
blade actuates, and the wire hook extends. The tool is 
designed to fit comfortably on a user's hand 
throughout the entire preparation and termination 
process. 

3. STRIPPING THE CABLE JACKET (Figure 2) 

NOTE 
The JacKnack tool is capable of stripping the cable 
jacket of cables ranging from an outer diameter of 
4.83-10.16 mm [.190-.400 in.]. 

1. To strip the cable jacket, depress the 
plunger using the finger loop and the 
housing flanges. 

2. While the plunger is extended, place the 
cable in the cable jacket stripping cavity. 

3. Release the plunger, allowing the plunger to 
retract and the cable jacket stripping blade to 
pierce the cable jacket. 

4. Rotate the tool around the wire in either 
direction as indicated by the arrow shown in 
Figure 2. Rotating the tool toward the larger 
arrow provides a deeper cut while rotating 
the tool toward the smaller arrow provides a 
shallower cut. 

CAUTION 
Care should be taken to avoid cutting or nicking wire 
insulation. A good practice is to score the cable jacket 
without breaking through the cable jacket. The cable 
jacket can be easily removed by hand after scoring. 

5. After the cable jacket is cut, depress the 
plunger again to allow the cable to be 
removed from the cable jacket stripping 
cavity. 

6. Remove the cable jacket portion from the 
cable. 

4. CUTTING THE CABLE FILLER (Figure 3) 

1. Bend the twisted pairs away from the cable 
filler. 

Figure 2 

PROPER USE GUIDELINES 

Cumulative Trauma Disorders can result from the prolonged use of manually powered hand tools. Hand tools are intended for occasional use and low 
volume applications. A wide selection of powered application equipment for extended-use, production operations is available. 
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Cable Filler Shear Cable Filler 

 Wire Hook 

Stripping Blade 

Blade Holding Screw 

2. To cut the cable filler, place the cable filler 
into the cable filler shear cavity. 

3. Depress the plunger using the finger loop 
and the housing flanges to extend the shear 
blade and cut the cable filler. 

NOTE 
To minimize the length of the cable filler after the cut, 
the cable should be pushed against the housing. 

CAUTION 
Do not attempt to cut wires or any other object except 
for cable filler material in the cable filler shear. 

Figure 3 

5. UNTWISTING TWISTED WIRE PAIRS (Figures 4 & 5) 

1. To untwist a twisted wire pair, depress the 
plunger using the finger loop and the 
housing flanges to extend the wire hook. 

2. Place the twisted wire pair in the wire hook 
and release the plunger to clamp the wires. 
See Figure 4. 

Figure 4 

3. Twirl the tool around a finger using the finger 
loop to untwist the twisted wire pair, as 
shown in Figure 5. 

4. To release the wires from the wire hook, 
depress the plunger and remove the wires. 

NOTE 
The JacKnack tool can also assist in placing the 
untwisted wires into the Lacing Fixture (Part Number 
1673956-1) of a TE SL Mod Jack Tool (Part Number 
1725150-1) before releasing the wires from the wire 
hook. 

Figure 5 

6. REPLACING THE CABLE JACKET STRIPPING 

BLADE (Figure 6) 

DANGER 
Care should be taken while handling the cable jacket 
stripping blade, as it can be very sharp. 

1. To remove the old blade, loosen the blade 
holding screw and remove the blade through 
the cable jacket stripping cavity. 

2. Place the new blade through the cable jacket 
stripping cavity into the position of the old 
blade. 

3. Replace the blade holding screw. 

NOTE 
For best performance, the stripping blade should be 
placed as far as possible toward the wire hook end of 
the tool before fully tightening the blade holding screw. 

Figure 6 

7. ORDERING INFORMATION/REPLACEMENT PARTS 

The only part that is replaceable is the cable jacket 
stripping blade 231674-2. Order this part or additional 
JacKnack tools through your TE Representative, or 
call 1-800-526-5142, or send a facsimile of your 
purchase order to 1-717-986-7605, or write to: 

CUSTOMER SERVICE (038-035) 
TYCO ELECTRONICS CORPORATION 
PO BOX 3608 
HARRISBURG PA 17105-3608 

8. REVISION SUMMARY 
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